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STAFF REPORT (REVISED 8-18-26)  
 

MADISON COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
July 28, 2026 

 
Petition Number: 2026-V-020 

Location:   610 Norris Drive 
Petitioner:  Patricia Johnson 
Property Owner: Patricia Johnson   
Zoning District:  Conservation Residential (CR) 
Request:  Variance from fence requirements 
History:  Complaint was filed for fence in the right-of-way 
 
This petition was continued from the July meeting.  The petitioner has no additional information to 
share.   
 
STATEMENT OF INTENT 
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Site 

 
Site Plan 
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Zoning 

 
ZONING REQUIREMENTS  
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STAFF FINDINGS 
 
This petition is for a variance from the fence standards.  Fences in the front yard are not allowed in the 
Conservation Residential (CR) district.  The code also calls for the fence to be two feet from all adjacent 
ROW.  A complaint was filed.  The petitioner has stated that the fence has been there for many years 
and would like it to remain.  Until this complaint was filed, staff is not aware of any other complaint for 
the property.  No other property on the street appear to have a front fence.   However, the picture 
below, from 2006, does show that the neighboring property to the west had a similar fence.   
 

 
2006 – 610 Norris Drive 

 
Another issue is whether the fence could be considered a Legal Nonconforming Use since it was in 
existence on July 15, 2002 (the date the current code was established).  The prior code had the following 
provisions for fences, which include provisions for sight distance and safety.  Staff determination is that 
because the fence is right on the road it would not be compliant with the intent of the prior code.  Tthus 
it is not grandfathered. 
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RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff approves the variance request to allow the fence in the front yard with the condition it be moved 
two feet from the right-of-way line to be consistent with the ordinance    We recognize that this is a big 
project and, if the board has no issue, we have resources to help with the replacement/movement of 
the fence, if the petitioner agrees to that.  Regardless, we would recommend the board allow the 
remainder of the year for the fence to be moved. 
 
FINDINGS of FACT for VARIANCE   
 
1. Will the approval be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the 

community?  No, if the fence is left on the street there should be no safety or other issues. 
 

2. Will the use and value of the area adjacent to the property included in the variance be 
affected in a substantially adverse manner?  No.   
 

3. Will the strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance result in practical difficulty in 
the use of the property. No.   
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Site Photos 
 

 
View from site looking north 
 

 
View from site looking east 
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View from site looking south 
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View from site looking west 


